
Yass Valley Council  
-Country Roads Campaign 

You Don’t have to be Speeding – to be driving too fast on country roads 

Facebook campaign 
 

Week 1 - 5/12 10am 

Come on down to Memorial Hall right now as Council launches new Country Roads campaign with 2CA 

radio crew! 

<insert pic of radio crew outside Memorial Hall> 

done 

 

Week 2 

51% of all Yass Valley crashes are on Country Roads. 

Check out the Council Country Roads campaign http://www.yassvalley.nsw.gov.au/engineering-services-

yassvalley/road-safety-yassvalley/1164540-country-roads-campaign  

<insert pic of country road> 

Scheduled for 10/12/14 

 

Week 3  

Please slow down on narrow and winding country roads – better late than never. 

Check out the Council Country Roads campaign http://www.yassvalley.nsw.gov.au/engineering-services-

yassvalley/road-safety-yassvalley/1164540-country-roads-campaign  

<insert pic of windy road> 

Scheduled for 17/12/14 at 4:43pm 

 

Week 4 

What are the roos doing over the hols? 

Be alert on country roads this holiday season. Check out the Council Country Roads campaign 

http://www.yassvalley.nsw.gov.au/engineering-services-yassvalley/road-safety-yassvalley/1164540-

country-roads-campaign  

 
Scheduled for 21/12/14 at 6:31pm 

 

Week 5 

http://www.yassvalley.nsw.gov.au/engineering-services-yassvalley/road-safety-yassvalley/1164540-country-roads-campaign
http://www.yassvalley.nsw.gov.au/engineering-services-yassvalley/road-safety-yassvalley/1164540-country-roads-campaign
http://www.yassvalley.nsw.gov.au/engineering-services-yassvalley/road-safety-yassvalley/1164540-country-roads-campaign
http://www.yassvalley.nsw.gov.au/engineering-services-yassvalley/road-safety-yassvalley/1164540-country-roads-campaign
http://www.yassvalley.nsw.gov.au/engineering-services-yassvalley/road-safety-yassvalley/1164540-country-roads-campaign
http://www.yassvalley.nsw.gov.au/engineering-services-yassvalley/road-safety-yassvalley/1164540-country-roads-campaign
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Drive to the conditions on Country Roads. Check out the Council Country Roads campaign 

http://www.yassvalley.nsw.gov.au/engineering-services-yassvalley/road-safety-yassvalley/1164540-

country-roads-campaign  

<insert pic of tree lined country  road> 

Scheduled for 27/12/14 

 

 

 

 

 

Week 6  

You don’t have to be speeding to be driving too fast on country roads.  

 
Scheduled for 6/1/15  

 

Week 7 

Please slow down and stay alert on country roads. Check out the Council Country Roads campaign 

http://www.yassvalley.nsw.gov.au/engineering-services-yassvalley/road-safety-yassvalley/1164540-

country-roads-campaign  

<insert pic of T intersection country road> 

Scheduled for 15/1/15 

 

Week 8  

Please slow down. Country roads can get prickly!  

Check out the Council Country Roads campaign http://www.yassvalley.nsw.gov.au/engineering-services-

yassvalley/road-safety-yassvalley/1164540-country-roads-campaign  

insert pic of echidna on country road> 

 

Scheduled for 23/1/15 

 

Week 9 

Watch out for wildlife on Country Roads. 

Check out the Council Country Roads campaign http://www.yassvalley.nsw.gov.au/engineering-services-

yassvalley/road-safety-yassvalley/1164540-country-roads-campaign  

<insert pic of wildlife> 

http://www.yassvalley.nsw.gov.au/engineering-services-yassvalley/road-safety-yassvalley/1164540-country-roads-campaign
http://www.yassvalley.nsw.gov.au/engineering-services-yassvalley/road-safety-yassvalley/1164540-country-roads-campaign
http://www.yassvalley.nsw.gov.au/engineering-services-yassvalley/road-safety-yassvalley/1164540-country-roads-campaign
http://www.yassvalley.nsw.gov.au/engineering-services-yassvalley/road-safety-yassvalley/1164540-country-roads-campaign
http://www.yassvalley.nsw.gov.au/engineering-services-yassvalley/road-safety-yassvalley/1164540-country-roads-campaign
http://www.yassvalley.nsw.gov.au/engineering-services-yassvalley/road-safety-yassvalley/1164540-country-roads-campaign
http://www.yassvalley.nsw.gov.au/engineering-services-yassvalley/road-safety-yassvalley/1164540-country-roads-campaign
http://www.yassvalley.nsw.gov.au/engineering-services-yassvalley/road-safety-yassvalley/1164540-country-roads-campaign


Scheduled for 29/1/15 

 

Week 10 

Over 160 people crash on Yass Valley roads each year. Don’t be one of them. 

Check out the Council Country Roads campaign http://www.yassvalley.nsw.gov.au/engineering-services-

yassvalley/road-safety-yassvalley/1164540-country-roads-campaign  

No pic 

Scheduled 6/2/15 

 

 

 

 

Week 11 

Slow down, stay alert, drive to conditions on Country Roads. 

Check out the Council Country Roads campaign http://www.yassvalley.nsw.gov.au/engineering-services-

yassvalley/road-safety-yassvalley/1164540-country-roads-campaign  

<insert pic of dirt country road> 

Scheduled 14/2/15 

 

 

Week 12 

You don’t have to be speeding to be driving too fast on Country Roads. 

Check out the Council Country Roads campaign http://www.yassvalley.nsw.gov.au/engineering-services-

yassvalley/road-safety-yassvalley/1164540-country-roads-campaign  

 
Scheduled 22/2/15 

http://www.yassvalley.nsw.gov.au/engineering-services-yassvalley/road-safety-yassvalley/1164540-country-roads-campaign
http://www.yassvalley.nsw.gov.au/engineering-services-yassvalley/road-safety-yassvalley/1164540-country-roads-campaign
http://www.yassvalley.nsw.gov.au/engineering-services-yassvalley/road-safety-yassvalley/1164540-country-roads-campaign
http://www.yassvalley.nsw.gov.au/engineering-services-yassvalley/road-safety-yassvalley/1164540-country-roads-campaign
http://www.yassvalley.nsw.gov.au/engineering-services-yassvalley/road-safety-yassvalley/1164540-country-roads-campaign
http://www.yassvalley.nsw.gov.au/engineering-services-yassvalley/road-safety-yassvalley/1164540-country-roads-campaign
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12/8/2014 Police plea for ACT drivers to take it slow on Yass's country roads over summer

http://www.canberratimes.com.au/act­news/police­plea­for­act­drivers­to­take­it­slow­on­yasss­country­roads­over­summer­20141205­120phl.html 1/2

ACT Policing's Traffic Operations station sergeant Rod Anderson. Photo: Jamila Toderas

Canberra motorists have been urged to slow down on Yass's country roads, after figures showed most crashes in the region involved out­of­area
drivers.

Yass Valley Council launched a new road safety campaign on Friday to highlight the dangers that come with rural roads. 

The council's road safety officer Melissa Weller said the initiative would encourage motorists to drive to the conditions of the road, rather than speed
limits. 

"Country roads can be winding, narrow, surface conditions can vary from sealed roads to gravel roads, also wildlife and stock can appear suddenly," Ms
Weller said.

The campaign was prompted by crash data from NSW Roads and Maritime Services that showed 51 per cent of crashes in Yass Valley took place on
country roads, which were roads other than state highways, she said.

It was also influenced by figures released by ARRB Group last year that showed fatal crashes involving ACT drivers were three to five times more likely
to occur in NSW than in the ACT, based on the years 2006 to 2010.

"Statistics also show that 24 per cent of motorists who crash in Yass Valley are locals," Ms Weller said.

"The other 76 per cent are from interstate and other NSW local government areas, so we know we need to communicate with local motorists and those
in neighbouring areas too, including the ACT."

Six of the 26 people who have died on Yass Valley local government area roads in the past five years have been ACT­licensed drivers, NSW RMS data
showed. 

Canberra commuters tended to be less familiar with country roads and there was a need to boost awareness of the conditions, Ms Weller said. 

"I think a really interesting thing for ACT drivers is that they are used to a road system that's very young, very well­planned and well­delineated.

"Then you get on to our goat­track roads and we've got curves, we've got crests, we've got tight corners and especially once you add gravel roads in,
people are just sliding around corners."

12:12PM  Monday Dec 8, 2014 2565 online now Do you know more about a story?

December 5, 2014 Read later

Megan Gorrey

Reporter at The Canberra Times

View more articles from Megan Gorrey

Follow Megan on Twitter   Follow Megan on Google+   Email Megan

submit to reddit

Email article Print

Police plea for ACT drivers to take it slow on Yass's country
roads over summer

Fairfax Media Network

http://www.smh.com.au/act-news/by/Megan-Gorrey
http://www.canberratimes.com.au/action/printArticle?id=63858441
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Recommended From Around the Web

The fact many country roads in the Yass region had a default 100 km/h speed limit meant it was vital drivers were aware they needed to watch their
speed and look out for hazards, she said. 

The most common crashes in the area involved cars that had run off either straight or curved roads. 

"In a 100 km/h zone when that happens it indicates that people aren't driving to the conditions," she said.

The fresh campaign has been backed by NSW Police and ACT Policing and will coincide with their efforts to encourage safe driving during the summer
holidays.

ACT Policing's Traffic Operations officer in charge Rod Anderson said many drivers commuted daily between the territory and NSW for work and
recreation.

"We also know that the ACT and surrounding areas becomes a thoroughfare for travellers during the holiday season.

"Whether you're on country roads for a long trip or just your regular commute, the message is simple – you don't have to be speeding to be going too
fast on country roads."

The campaign will run until early February and has been funded by the NRMA­ACT Road Safety Trust.

The ACT government announced this week the trust would be wound up after new players entered the territory's compulsory third­party insurance
market.
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Listen to the campaign radio advertisement here…

Yass-Valley-Council-ROAD-SAFETY-30-325358-AM34-AM31-D.wav
 

–to 

be driving too fast on country roads. 
 

A road safety campaign funded by the ACT NRMA Road Safety Trust. 

 

 

What is this campaign about?  
 

The primary message of the campaign is slow down and drive to the conditions of 

the road, not to speed limits.  

 

Country roads can be winding, narrow, surface conditions can vary from sealed roads to 

gravel roads, also wildlife and stock, can appear suddenly.  

 

Heavy vehicles, school buses and farm machinery also use these roads frequently. 

 

All these conditions present different hazards for motorists.  

 

 

The message is simple slow down and remember: 
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For road safety information go to: 

 

 

http://www.yassvalley.nsw.gov.au/engineering-services-yassvalley/road-safety-yassvalley

  

 

Campaign Background: 
 

The “You don’t have to be speeding – to be driving too fast on country roads” campaign has 

been funded via the ACT NRMA Road Safety Trust grants program 

(www.roadsafetytrust.org.au).  

 

Council’s Road Safety Officer, Melissa Weller said the new campaign, which will run right 

through December, January and February, will aim to educate drivers and emphasize the 

importance of motorists’ behaviour and their awareness of varying conditions on country 

roads.  

 

“This project has been initiated in response to crash statistics that show 68 percent of all 

crashes in the Yass Valley occur on country roads (roads other than Highways) and this 

number represents over two thirds of all crashes in the Yass Valley. 

 

“Statistics also show that 24 percent of motorists who crash in the Valley are locals, but 

another 76 percent are from interstate and other NSW local government areas – so we know 

we need to communicate with not just local motorists but those in neighbouring areas too, 

including the ACT. 

 

“An ARRB Group report released in September 2013 highlighted that crashes involving ACT 

motorists on (NSW) rural roads, within 100 km of ACT boarders, featured more heavily in 

statistical analysis than expected emphasising the need for this campaign to reach ACT 

motorists. These motorists are used to driving on a relatively young and well planned ACT 

road network and may be less familiar with conditions on country roads” Ms Weller said. 

 

The campaign has been developed in consultation with a project advisory team that includes 

members of the ACT and Region Chapter of the Australasian College of Road Safety, Yass 

Police Highway Patrol and ACT Police. 

 

http://www.yassvalley.nsw.gov.au/engineering-services-yassvalley/road-safety-yassvalley
http://www.yassvalley.nsw.gov.au/engineering-services-yassvalley/road-safety-yassvalley
http://www.roadsafetytrust.org.au/


Media Log: Country Roads Campaign 

Media   Date Comment 

Radio Canberra 2CA 5 December  5x 3minute interviews 
Mayor Rowena Abbey 
Professor Don Aitken 
Sergeant P Bickford Yass HWP 
Sergeant Rod Anderson ACT Pol 
Melissa Weller 
 

WIN TV News evening 5 December News grab and display of logo. 
 

Canberra Times 6 December Printed article and Web article 
 

104.7 Breakfast 8 December Live interview Mayor Abbey 
 

106.3 Breakfast 10 December  Live interview Mayor Abbey 
 

ABC 666 (Genevive) 9 December  Interview – Melissa Weller 
 

ACT Pol Media Multiple Twitter messages (x12) 
provided by YVC 
 

The Age 5 December Article print and on-line 
 

Yass Valley Council Facebook Multiple Programmed facebook 
messaging  (x12) 
 

Yass Tribune 10 December Printed article 
 

ACRS Weekly Alert 142 10 December Newsletter article 
 

Canberra Times 10 December Print Article 
 

Radio 
104.7 and 106.3 

 
5 December 

News & Talkback – Melissa 
Weller 
 

Fairfax Media 8 December On-line 
 

Yass FM Radio 11 December Interview – Melissa Weller 
 

2CA/2CC 25 February News grab and daytime 
talkback  - Campaign wrap up 
 

106.3/104.7 27 February Afternoon talkback – Melissa 
Weller campaign wrap up. 
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www.yassvalley.nsw.gov.au 
 

A road safety initiative funded by the NRMA ACT Road Safety Trust 

 

http://www.yassvalley.nsw.gov.au/
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