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National Traffic Education
Conference

Road trauma continues at epidemic proportions in Australia.
The cost to the community of road accidents is estimated lo be
more than $3,000 million annually. But fatalities, injuries, suffer-

and damage and the personal and social effects of these are
beYond quantification. Initiatives to arrest this drastic state of
affairs are required. Fortunately, an awareness of the problem is
increasing. Many different solutions are being formulated in a
variety of ways throughout the community. But priorities for
measures to counteract road trauma are not clearly definéd.

In such a situation, educationalists,
engineers, consultants, public servants,
researchers, politicians and instructors
can work in their own area of inlerest
and not be aware of duplication of effon
elsewhere or not have access 1o helpful
infarmation from other sources. It isoul
of cancem for the need for a more co-
ordinntied approach that the National
Traffic Education Conference was held
in February 1986, The venue was the
Campus Conference Centre, University
of New England, Armidale, N.S.W.

The conference attracted delegates
from miost stales and the A.C.T. Repre-
sented ad the conference were members
of the medical profession, police, ambu-
lance, motorizis' organisations, educa.
tional institutions, government trans-
port, main roads, wailic and road re-
search departments snd suthorities,
driver training schools, research organi-
sations and road safety equipment
manufacturers,

The keynote speaker was the Federal
Minister for Transport (Mr. Peter Mor-
ris), In his address, Mr. Morris drew
attention 1o the magnitude and sérious-
ness of the problem. He urged delegates
to come together and develop an agreed
stance on “what driver training really
means” and threw out the challenge to
“plot a common course”,

The outcome was & major break-
through n communication between

varied groups concerned about the prob-
lem. Delegales to the conference re-
solved to aim at closer commumication
between all groups (panticularly be-
tween driver training, driver licensing
authorities and researchers) and wider
dissemination of research information
and practical road safely initiatives,

The discussions were published in
“The Proceedings of the 1986 National
Traffic Education Conference™ ISBN O
5590668 10, Eastaus Management Unit.

Delegates considered the confer-
ence 50 successfil that they unani-
mously supported & resolution that a
similar conference be staged in the Aus-
tralian bicentennial year 1988,

2nd National Conference

The 2nd National Traffic Edocation
Conference will be held on February 19-
20, 1988 at the Campus Conference
Centre, University of New England,
Armidale. The objective is 1o consoli-
date communication links between per-
sons from diverse backgrounds who
have concemn ahowt road Urauma; to
review developments since the 1986
confesrence; 10 clarily the functional
components of the process (especially
traffic education) being developed to
control road trauma.

The keynote speaker will be Gordon
Trinca O.BE., M.B.B.S., FRACS.,

Mational Chairman of the Road Trauma
Committee of the Royal Australasian
College of Surgeons, Melboume, He is
also Director of the intemational “Road

also be several open forum discussion
sessions,

Topics include:- Cost effectivencas
and priority of control measures, com-
munication and dissemination of infor-
mation and educational material, curric-
uil objectives, implementation of edu-

non-drivers, bicycle education, heavy
vehicle and high speed driving, re-ex-
amination of heavy wvehicle and high
speed driving, re-examination of driv-
ers, random breath testing; role of po-
lice in traffic education and control, life
support first aid at crashes,

The venoe City holds additional in-
lerests for visitors Lo the conference.
Amidale is a unigue Australian city
which has developed as a rural educa-
tion and cultural centre. The commu-
nity has given considerable attention o
wraffic safety over the past 15 years, This
is the subject of a special report “A
Community Model for Traific Safety -
The Armidale Experience” ISEN 0
9590668 2 9, Eastaus Managementi
Unit, recently commissioned by the
Federal Office of Road Safety.

The New South Wales Traffic Edu-
cation Centre is being developed in
Ammidale. The purpose of the Centre is
lo encourage or initinte traffic education
courses in other education institutions
and schoals, provide classroom instruc-
tion for visiting groups and conduct off-
road training programmes for pedestr-
ans, cyclists, motor cyclists, vehicle
drivers and plant operators.
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A Service for Closer
Communication and Wider
Dissemination of Information on
Road Safety

The New South Wales Traffic Edu-
cation Board has realised the impor
tance of communication with the local
community and contacts across Ausira-
lia. One aim has been the sharing of
information with other groups involved
in road safety, This process began with
an mvitation issued o National Consult-
ants and Regional Advisers (October
19, 1981).

Alzo, doring Its [irst two years, the
Board worked in conjunction with vari-
ous committees (0 investigate traffic
edocation cumicula. It wasa deliberate
intention 10 svoid duplicating previons
curriculum development effons. Edu-
cational material was sought from vari-
olis sources in New South Wales and
interstale to use in planning initial
courses, The Armidale curmiculum was
wrilten with advice and suppon of a
Mational Education Advisory Panel.

Since then, the N.SW.TEB, has
becoms aware of the wide spectrum of
interests in road safety as it has carried
out other development work, Ithasbeen
necessary for the Board to have dealings

with many Government Ministers and
Departments, including Transport, Eda-
cation, Health, Lands, Police, Main
Roads, Treasury, In researching road
sﬂ'ﬂy%mﬂu‘ingqm:ﬂn
approaches participating the
National Traffic Education Conference,
members of the Board have engaged in
o considerable varicty of contacts.

Two resolutions at the National
Traffic Education Conference (Febru-
ary, 1986) also underlined the impor-
tnce of this maller. The resolutions
gimed at closer communication be-
tween all groups (pariicularly . driver
training, driver licensing authorities and
researchers) and wider dissemination of
research information and practical road

These experionces confirm the im-
portance of one of the original aims
written into the Constitution of the
Board, 0 promote the formation of a
National Association of traffic safety
organisations. This is the genesis of the
foundation of the College of Australian
Road Safety.
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A Road Safety Bluepnnt
For The Year 2000

In the next 15 years it is estimated that six million people will die in road traffic
crashes and 350 million will be injured throughout the world.

Over the last two decades progress
hasbeen made by some motorized coun-
triesin reducing road death and injuries.
This is due to anumber of factors which
include - crashworthy vehicle design,
lmrmd road user crash mmn

iack of widespread application
of many of these factors in developing
countries ismainly due o limited sccess
to technology, inadequale economic
suppart and a deficient or absent road
safety infrastruciure.

The lessons leamed in motorized
countries are transfermable to countries
which have not reached a high level of
motorization, thereby providing the
m:wﬂmmmmm-
duce the “leaming curve” at various
stages of motorization.

An eight member task force of inter-
national specialisis representing medi-
cine, engineering rescarch and public
policy development has been lormed 1o
address the prablem in a global context.

The project titled, "A Road Safety
Blueprint for the Year 2000” is being
conducied under the acgis of the Royal
Australasian College of Surgeons and
under the leadership of Melbourne sur-
geon, Dr, Gordon Trinca, This three
year study has received significant sup-
port from the Australian Government
and the World Health Organisation and
has agits main sponsor, Colonial Mutual
Life Assurunce Socicty, The project has
been recognised as an officlal Austra-
lian 1988 Biceniennial activity.

Key objectives of the task force are
to:

* examine emerging trends that may
impacl road transport in the next two
decades

» esiablish a data base of selecied
echnical resources applicable o the
Project’s scope

* develop surategics that could be
spplied by countries al various Stages in
their level of motorization

= assess the current role of appropri-
ale institutions as it applies in both fully
and partislly motorized countries

* promote acceptance of the essen-
tial role institutions have to play in mitl-
gating 8 major public health problem

* determine new directions and roles
for the institutional influences in hoth
public and private sectors

= foster the concept that the develop-
ment of technological solutions should
transcend geogruphic, caltural, political
end institutional barriers.

(Modified from o statement by the
Royal Australasian College of Sur-
geons, Melhourne.)

In 1987 a course ensitled "Child
Traffic Safety Education” was the first
tertiary level cowrse available in Aus-
tralia,

It was offered at the Armidale Col-
lege of Advanced Education as aprofes-
sional teacking option in the Bachelor
of Education degree.

Undergoing practical work at the
NSW Traffic Education Centre is Cathy
McShane (second from left), who won
the Camkin Award for the mosi out-
standing svudent in the first group to
take the course.
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The Place:of Education
in Road Safety -

Dr. David Saffron, NSW Bept. of Motor Transport

Perspective

The aim of this paper is to give some
impression of the wider area of road
safety and some of the roles that school
education can play in this context

A common and convenient means of
analysis in road safety is via a nine cell
matrix. This matrix results from consid-
ening three types of factors which can
affect crashes and their outcomes, and
three phases of & crash. The three types
of faciors are:

» human,

* vehicle and equipment, and

. and traffic environment.

three phases of the crash are:

» pre-crash,

= in-grash, and

* post-crash,

Examples of entries in the cells of
this matrix illustrate the great breadth of
traffic safety.

Short term benefits

Education is often thought of as a
pre-cash, human factor, countermes-
sure, This is true (even though it leaves
a lot out). Attempts have been made -
successfully and otherwise - 10 influ-
ence the behaviour of school children as

Education also has obvious rele-
vance to human [actors in the in-crash
and post-crash phases, gnd examples
can be given.

Safety of children can be enhanced
by attempts (o influence guardians and
supervisors via school students.

Medium term benefits

The evaluation of the “slob™ drink
driving campaign resulted in recom-
mendation that knowledge and attitudes
of the target group - young drivers -
could be more cost-effectively influ-
enced through school education, Pub-
licity is very expensive; education isnot
s0 expensive if it aims o assist eaching
rather than intruding. The classroom

situation and the teacher student rela-
tionship seemed more suitable for get-
ting across 8 complex message more
comvincingly., In this way, attempis can
be made to influénce various aspects of
the road using behaviour of young
people in the years after they leave
school,

But behind the wheel driver training
in high schools has not been shown to be
successful. One interpretation of the
evidence is thal motivalion is maore
important than skill in producing safer
driving performance. Imporiant deter-
minants of the influence of motivation
are the needs, attitudes and values relat-

ing to road use present in society.
Long term benefits

An integrated programme of road
safety education should be spplied
through a young person's school life,
from kindergarien (or even pre-schoal)
onwards. The long term benefits might
be much greater than the short and
medium term benefits, There is some
theory and evidence w support this
approach, but expectations of success
appear io depend essentially on com-
mon sense and hope. Therefore it re-
mains important (o try to achieve short

and medium term goals.

Long term and broader
Countermeasures relating to ve-
hicles and equipment and the road and
traffic environment may be more effec-
tive than those depending on road user
behaviour, But these engineering and
planning measures depend ultimately
on human decisions. Similarly the ef-
fectiveness of police enforcement de-
pends on the priorities and decisions of
police officers, The behaviour of public
officials is influenced by social values,
partly because the officials are them-
selves members of the society, and
partly because of public demands aris-
ing from these values. These demands
will be most effective in promoting
safety o the extent that members of the
publi¢ have relevant knowledge.

School education is intended 1o be used
1o influence values and knowledge.

Education itself is an area of impor-
tance o road safety for which decisions
arc made by public officials; so that
there is feedback in the system. Butitis
not & closed system beginning and end-
ing in education. Publicity and educa-
tion, together can be used o improve
road user behaviour and 1o create a so-
cial environment in which other road
safety measures can find support and
acceplance.

Conclusion

School education can have an im-
pactin relation o all of the various types:
of countermeasures (us set oul in the
nine cell factor by phases matrix), Thus,
education is clearly of great importance
to the overall road safety effort.

(This paper was presented at the
1986 National Traffic Education Con-
ference.)

About the Author

Dr David Saffron, who originally
trained as an Accountant, holds a M.
Eng. Sc. degreein Transport Planning
and Traffic Engineering from the Uni-
versity of New South Wales and a
PhD.inPsychologyfrom Sydney Uni-
versity. From 1979-1985 he worked at
the Traffic Accident Research Unil of
the Traffic Awhority of New South
Wales. In 1981-1982 he was one of iwo
specialist advisers o the House of
Representatives Standing Commiitee
on Road Safery in its enguiry inio
driver licensing, education and train-
ing. He is interested in all aspects of
road safery bt particularly in road
user behaviowr. Since 1985 he has
worked in the New South Wales De-
partment of Transport and is currently
Executive Assistant, Legislation and
Policy Branch of the Department.
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College of Australian
- Road’'Safety

Road trauma is a major public health problem in Australia. It involves all sections of our com-
munity, particularly those in the first half of life when it is the most common cause of death.

The solution to this dreadful mod-
em epidemic, linked to the desire for
good mobility in our modem lifestyle,
lies in the use of safe vehicles, a forgiv-
ing waffic environment, incressing
knowledge and skills in using that envi-

ronment and changes in community at-

titudes.

There are many groups, both public
and private, at work at all levels of
society o cyb the road toll. Their

Steering Committee
Formed

A Stcering Committee has boen
formed and a draft Constitution has been
prepared for the formation of the Aus-
tralian College of Road Safery.

The members of the Steering Com-
mittee who support the formation of this
orgenization are B. H. Connor (N.S.W.),
L M.Johnstone (N.5.W.), G, Maskelyne
(Qld.), T. W. Field (N.S.W)), L
McGrath (N.S.W.), C. Nolan (Vic.), C.
C. Grigg (N.S.W.),

The of Australian Road
Safety (C.A.R.S.) has been founded to
provide a supporting network for every-
one frying to make our traffic system
safer. This new body will provide infor-
mation about mad safety resources
available w0 its members, advise about
successful implementation procedures
and campaign for a safer traffic environ-
ment.

Objectives

The objectives of C.AR.S. are as
follows:

1. To foster closer communication,
co-operation and support between all
groups and individonls working at all
levels in road safety and traffic educa-
tion programmes.

2, To provide a source of informa-
tion on road salety and traffigeducation
available in Australia and from overseas
and to disseminate this information
through regular publications and other
M2Ans,

3, To support community
working 1o reduce the road toll.

4, To assess, evaluale and monitor

road safety programmies and to promote

5. To provide & forum for promotion
of workable road safety initiatives
through sppropriste government and
private bodies,

6. Tosupport all groups which aim to
provide a caring and supportive envi-
ronment for victims of road trauma.

Membership
Membership of this organisation i
invited, Application may be made by
completing and returning the coupon,
Membership will be restricted only by
the capacity lor the concemn about road
trauma.

The first snnual general meeung of
the new organisation will be held m
Austin College, University of New
England at 500 pm on February 19,
1988, This will follow the first day
sessions of the Second National Traffic
Education Conference.

Reduce Road Trauma

Hamtrmha

Austin College, University of New England, Armidale, NSW.
Provides facilities for the Campus Conference Centre and is the
venue for the second National Traffic Education Conference, to be
held on February 19 and 20, 1988,
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Profiling People

Mr John Fraser,

Director of John Fraser
Fleet & Driver Consultancy

Throughout Australia there are sev-
cral specialisis in privaie enierprise,
engaged in driver training and consul-
wncy. The scope of the services pro-
vided by these people is broader than the
specific function of the large number of
Driving Schools in most major towns,
cutering for motorists seeking a driver’s
licence.

In this profile we look ot John Fraser,
Since 1971 he has been Direcior of John
Fraser Fleet & Driver Consullancy in
Brisbane. This business is cngaged by
many large companies and organisi-

in an advisory capadity.

Fraser brings expétience 1o the
business which he has gained from
training and participation. He pliended
& courze at St Ives Police Driver Train-
ing Centre, Sydney in 1970. In the
period 1967-1982 he was a keen motor
racing competitor., In 1982 he was
Queensland Spors Car Champion and
was first (2.5 litre class) in the Austra-
lian Sports Car Championship.

He is a member of the Advanced
Motorists Chaptar-and the Instinute of
Advanced Motorists,

Prior 10 establishing his own busi-
ness, John Fraser was Driving School
Manager for the Royal Automobile
Club of Queensland (RACQ). He de-
veloped and taught advanced driver
training programmes at selected private
and public schoals in Quesnsiand.

The John Fraser Fleet & Driver
Consultancy provides a range of serv-
ices related 1 safety and efficiency of
vehicle use. These include efficiency of
vehicle flest operation; feet driver
accident history; community accideny
patterns; driver training in cars, trucks
and heavy equipment; and design of
heavy industrinl equipment.

which have engaged
John Fraser Fleet & Driver Consultancy
to conduct training programmes. for
drivers of their vehicle fleets include
B.M.G, Resources, Rothmans, Lifesav-
ers, LCL, C.5.R., Esso Australia, Eld-
ers/Pastoral and Maobil Ol Australia. In
some cases investigation is carried out
into accident history with the results
b:ingmndhmbmqmnutrimmi:ﬁﬂg
programmes. Advice is also given on
overall operating costs and fleet operat-
ing efficiency.

In providing consultancy (o Mining
Companies, the principles-employed in
advanced driver training were extended
1o trucks of 200 tonne capacity used for

mining operations. Training is given
mdaullupucﬁ of normal snd abnor-
mal driving conditions. Major compa-
nies such as MIM Newlands, MIM
Oaky Creek, Thiess Dampier Mitsoi
Coal and Utsh Development Company
have used these trining programmes.

The work in the mining industry has
also been extended 1o include occupa-
tional health, This involves consulting
with Company management and equip-
ment designers on ergonomics. This has
resulted in modifications (o seating,
lighting. rear vision and instrumentation
of coal haulers and trucks.

wmtntmjmﬁm with Geoff

the influence of alcohol in accidents.

John Fraser also spplies his exper-
tise in associated fieids. Repons of
investigations. of [actors involved in
mdmuﬂumuwdutVMcinmm
cises. also lectures 1o
students at the University W&nm
land. In the coursé he deals with the
interaction of human-machine-environ-
menial factors in the study of the causes
of road crashes.

John Fraser will present & paper
entitled "Heavy Vehicle and High Risk
Occupational Driving™ at the Second
Natignal Traific Education Conference
10 be held in Armidale, New South
Wales on February 19 and 20, 1988,

Publications

One of the objectives of the pub-
lisher and the College of Australian
Road Safety is w0 disseminate informa-
tion on road safety and traffic education
issues. To this end, lists of recent pub-
lications and some reviews will be pre-
sented in various issoes,

dwmgdupﬂyur Some of these are
listed below.

The publishers would be pleased to
receive information about any other
recent publications for inclusion in fu-
ture issues,

"The Complete Drivers Compan-
ion”, State Governmenl Insurance
Commission of Soath Ausiralia, ISBNO
TR L1886

“Driving and Roadcrafi", National
Safety Council of Western Australia,
ISBN 0958818207

“The Australian Drivers Hand-
book” ,E. A. Huxtable, Fairfax Library,
ISBN 0949054 09 7, (revised edition),
1987

“A Community Model For Traffic
Safery - The Armidale Experience”,
EastAus Management Unit, (commis-
sioned by Federal Office of Road
Safety), ISBN 0 9590658 2 9

“Language on the Road - Trafic
Safety Programme with Classroom
Language Activities”, Jenny Houlihan

“Student Driver Education - Student
Text", Queensiand Road Safety Coun-
cil, ISBN 0 909891 02 8

“Student Driver Education - Teach-
ers Guide”, Queensland Road Safety
Council, ISBN D 909891 03 6

"Crazk Kit - The Glovebox Guide to
Cof.m; with Crashes” , Redfern Legal
ISBN!}MSTS
The Road Ruks Video" (a visual
presentation of the Motor Traffic Hand-
book), initiative of the New South
Wales nt of Motor Transport
and sponsored by N.R.MLA. {available
for hire through New South Wales
Motor Registry Oifices),

“"Ow and Abowt.. Road Safety for
Children" series, Federal Office of
Road Safety, Department of Transport,
Canberra,

Staysafe 11 - “Safery of Two Lane
Country Roads", Parliament of New
South Wales Joint Standing Commitiee
mﬂm' ]iggthomq

¥ ely-Adc
Issue”, Advisory Committee on Road
Safety mm New South Wales.
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Guidelines for Driver Trc:mlng

Highest Priority

1. Safe driving attitudes and respon-
sible road user behaviour should be
developed through every use of the road
system as passengers, pedestrians, bicy-
clists and drivers. It is particularly im-
portant in children when attitndes are
still developing.

2. The shility to recognise potential
hazards and take the correct action
should be developed when ‘carcraft’
skills become more automatic.

3. Decision making skills such as
speed selection, adjustment of safety
marging, trip planning and judgement
training should be developed.

% Needs

4. Road laws should be undersiood
in o practical sense #nd include under-
standing of the rationale for the law in
terms of safety.

5, Knowledge of safety-relnted me-
‘chanical aspects of the vehicle should be
develaped.

6. Understanding and pse of con-
trols, including swarting, stopping and
steering should be developed.

7. Simple driving skills such as
leaving and relurning to the kerb, slow
moving forward, hill starts, comering
and intersections should be developed.

8. Traific sktll: should be dcvc!
oped. These include hills, bends, traffic
lights, laned roads, pedestrian cross-
ings, wning a1 lights and lane changing.

9. The ability to deal with adverse
conditions such as night or wet weather
should be developed.

10. Open road skills such as under-
standing the imitations of vehicle per-
formance, comermg, overmkmg and
speed should be developed.

11, Slow speed manoeuvenng skills

. should be developed.

12, Safe vision habits such as mming
high, viewing the whole scene, keeping
the eyes moving and avoidance of blind
spots should be developed.

13, Knowledge ol crash Tauses,
common situations, and the effects of
alcohol, drugs and fatigue should be
developed.

A greater emphasis on attitudes,
perceptunl skills and decision-making
will necessarily mean a change o train-
ing and licensing proctices,

Federal Office of Road Safety
December 1986
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