ACRS ACT Chapter
Meeting Minutes
 Time 3PM AEST (ACT Time)
30/9/26 
Sutton Road Training Centre and Via Zoom   

[image: ]

ACRS ACT Chapter, September 2026 Meeting Minutes Page 1
3
3
3

ACRS ACT Chapter, November 2025 Meeting Minutes Page 1
Attendees:
Meryl Hinge (online)
Rod Katz
Cecily Michaels
Katherine Buttsworth (online)
Lauchlan McIntosh
Amanda George
Lesa O’Leary (online)
Jen Woods (online)
Peter Hill
Lyndal McKay
Andy Hughes
John Ryan
Mick Timms
Sonia Roberts




Apologies:
Kate Beck
Ingrid Johnston

1. Welcome, Acknowledgement of Country, Quorum
· Expressed thanks to Peter Hill for arranging hosting at the Sutton Road Training Centre. 
· Introductions for the benefit of new attendees
· Welcomed new attendees including Mick and Sonia who have made the trip from Sydney to foster cross Chapter collaboration.
· Note: due to poor sound quality it was difficult for those online to fully participate in the meeting. Apologies and will endeavour to remedy this in future.

2. Matters for Discussion
· Partnerships: ACT Chapter has approached UC VC Bill Shorten’s office to pitch to the ACT government to become the “go to” research partner on road safety. Part of the approach was to note the long association of UC with road safety through Don Aitkin (deceased, previous UC VC), and the various researchers at UC carrying out work relevant to road safety.  Amanda, Rod and Ingrid are to meet the Deputy VC on 14/10.
· Rail trails: Noted the increasing importance of rail trails in the area. Speaks to the high value active travel users place on safe infrastructure as well as economic benefits to regional areas e.g. Tumbarumba.  Railtrails Australia Conference is coming up in Canberra in November. Noted developments for the Yass rail trail.
· Mick gave an update on the Australasian Road Safety Conference coming up in Sydney. Logistics are in place along with the program. PCO is doing a good job.  Last day for standard registration today.  Will be coming out with one day registrations shortly. 
· Noted the much-reported ACT issue with seat belt offences not being validly issued and a requirement for retroactive validation of infringements issued. ACRS’s advice was sought by Greens MLA, Andrew Braddock, ahead of their support for the validating legislation and this provided an opportunity to seek a meeting to discuss road safety generally. Ingrid and Rod to meet with Braddock on 7/10.
· Noted the formation of an ACRS Post crash care network. Discussed who might be potential members of the network and what might be areas of focus.
· One organisation relevant to post crash care in the ACT is the Motor Accident Injuries Scheme (MAIS). Tom McLuckie brought the mandated 3-year review of the scheme to the attention of the ACRS noting his concerns about process.  Pedal Power views on the relevance (or lack thereof) of the scheme to their members was noted. Mick noted the difficulties in engaging with the NSW equivalent of the MAIS. 	
· The mid-term review of National Road Safety Strategy (NRSS) was discussed. The last News Alert led with a piece on this. There was a general concern about the failures to accomplish goals of the NRSS. Discussion focussed on:
· How the ACRS could and should respond
· Communicating the road trauma statistics in ways that motivate decision makers
· Effective advocacy through parliamentarians – Which ones (e.g. Glen Sterle, Parliamentary Friends group)? What issues?
· The role of data and how a lack of data is impeding progress in meeting NRSS goals. It was noted that the ACT is the only jurisdiction, apart from the NT, that doesn’t provide a searchable database of crashes that includes a modal split.
· The duplication of work on data collection and regulation (e.g. AusRAP and pothole audits, multiple piloting of mobile detection and seat belt cameras in different Australian jurisdictions) points to potential for increased efficiency in achieving road safety targets
· The difficulties for Local Government in managing their safety issues with the data sets they have and the potential for “significant” federal or state projects (e.g. Snowy Hydro 2) to overload local infrastructure.
· The messy approach to e-device regulation across jurisdictions. There is a lack of distinction between legal and illegal devices in hospital data and general reporting. There is policy conflict between providing mobility alternatives to car travel and some of the stricter, less nuanced, regulatory approaches to safety risks of some e-devices or e-device users. John noted the role of the ACCC and their capacity in relation to vehicle issues generally.
· It was noted that at the last Chapter and Network Committee meeting it was agreed that annual discretionary spending for each Chapter of $1000 was accepted and for amounts greater than that a business case would need to be prepared. It is proposed that the ACT Chapter should spend its aliquot on an end of year event to be held around 2/12/26 that will foster informal discussion on road safety topics relevant to ACT members. Members are invited to suggest venues.	


3. Next Meeting 
End of year meeting proposed for 2/12 details to be advised.

First meeting of 2027 to take place at the offices of ANCAP sometime in February – Thanks to John for offering the use of ANCAP facilities. 


Action 
Suggest venue and timing for end of year function. 
Responsibility: All welcome to make suggestions by 15/10 to allow early notification in ACRS event system.
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