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Introduction

This report is the outcome of an analysis of drink driving cases dealt with by the Queanbeyan Local Court between 1 July 2006 and 30 June 2007. The idea for it arose when Smithworks Consulting was carrying out a project for the NRMA-ACT Road Safety Trust on drink driving cases dealt with in the ACT Magistrate’s Court, updating a similar project that was undertaken by another consultant in 2003 using 2001-02 data(1). A separate report has been prepared on that work, and may be obtained from the Secretary-Manager, NRMA-ACT Road Safety Trust.
That study found that a number of persons appearing before the ACT Magistrate’s Court had Queanbeyan addresses, and it was known anecdotally that some persons appearing at Queanbeyan local court for drink driving offences in and around Queanbeyan came from the ACT. It seemed that if a complete picture of drink driving cases in the region was to be obtained it would be necessary to do a similar exercise in the Queanbeyan Local Court. Accordingly a submission was made to the NRMA-ACT Road Safety Trust and to the Greater Southern Area Health Service in Queanbeyan for funding to carry out this task. Both organisations agreed to do so, sharing the cost of the work.
I acknowledge and thank Eddie Wheeler, Secretary-Manager of the NRMA-ACT Road Safety Trust, and Rosemary White and Kate Fasch, Drink Drive Prevention Team of the Greater Southern Area Health Service, who supported the project. I would also like to acknowledge the willing support and cooperation of Mike Wolters, Registrar of the Queanbeyan Local Court, who made the project possible. Mr Wolters provided access to court files and space to work, and he and his staff a congenial working atmosphere.

Disclaimer

All possible care has been taken in the collection and analysis of data and the preparation of this report. However, Smithworks Consulting accepts no responsibility for conclusions drawn from the data, or action that might be taken as a result of using it.

Definitions and description of the data set

The data set of this report is all cases heard and sentenced in Queanbeyan Local Court between 1 July 2006 and 30 June 2007. This is made up of 
1) persons arrested after a positive breath test and issued with a Court Attendance Notice by Queanbeyan police in Queanbeyan and the surrounding region, and who had Queanbeyan and ACT addresses and other NSW and interstate addresses. 
2) ACT and NSW residents arrested elsewhere in NSW whose cases were adjourned from other NSW local courts to Queanbeyan for hearing and sentence

3) cases that were heard having been adjourned from times before 1 July 2006.
The data set excludes cases adjourned to other NSW local courts or to times and dates after 30 June 2007. It includes cases dismissed or withdrawn but excludes cases where the defendant failed to appear in court and a warrant was issued. If the person was subsequently re-arrested they would appear in court on the original charge, but would only appear in this data set if they came before the court again before 30 June 2007. 
Frequently ACT residents arrested for drink driving in other parts of NSW had their cases heard in Queanbeyan local court (see 2 above). There was the occasional letter requesting that the case be moved to Queanbeyan, and it is a reasonable presumption that most of these were moved by request. Similarly, some cases originating in Queanbeyan were moved to other courts. No tally was kept of cases moved to or from Queanbeyan, or of cases adjourned to 2006–07 hearings from earlier time periods, or adjourned to dates after 30 June 2007. The information in this report cannot therefore be reconciled with Police figures on the number of breath tests conducted and charges made in 2006–07.
Source material

Case material in Queanbeyan local court consisted of files of court records, police reports, sentencing data, psychiatric and other pre-sentencing reports, and certificates of alcohol awareness courses undertaken by offenders. These were made up into ‘bundles’ of case files listed for hearing on one sitting day. A data capture sheet (attachment) was prepared to record the relevant data. There were some data quality matters: absence of police reports and other documents in some files which meant that essential information was not available. These cases were culled, as were others with other data recording deficiencies, and amount to 29 cases in total.

The net tally is 392 cases heard and sentenced in Queanbeyan local court in 2006–07 and analysed in this report.

Breath testing and penalties

In NSW an evidentiary breath test in the mid range or above (0.08g/100ml) results in automatic and immediate licence suspension. Drivers having a reading in the low range (0.05 to 0.079) are permitted to keep their licence until the court hearing and sentencing. In all cases police issue a Court Attendance Notice (CAN) requiring the arrested person to attend court. The court may impose a licence disqualification (confirming the police action); in some cases the licence is returned if the court does not impose a disqualification penalty. 
The court may also impose other penalties such as fines and costs, good behaviour bonds, community service orders, and custodial sentences. Only driver licence sanctions are analysed in this report (see Tables 11 and 12). 

Definitions and notes on the data set
Age group of offender in this data set is defined by year of birth, by the following table:
Age group
Years of birth

18-25

1989 onwards

26-35

1972-1981

36-45

1962-1971

46-55

1952-1961

56-65

1942-1951

> 65

1941 or earlier

Note that this is an approximation brought about by using year of birth as the reference point. A person born on 1.1.72 would in fact be anything between 34½ years and 35½ years in the year 2006–07 in which the data was being collected. The same applies in other age groups, except that for the 18-25 age group the minimum age would be 18, not 17½ because anyone younger than 18 would be dealt with by the children’s court. 
Drink driving penalty ranges in NSW and used in this report are:
	Special
	up to but less than 0.050 (applied to learner and provisional licence holders and disqualified drivers. Also applied to professional drivers but not applicable in this study)

	Low
	0.050 up to but less than 0.080

	Mid
	0.080 up to but less than 0.150

	High
	0.150 or above


Driver licence categories in this report are:
Learner licence or permit

P1 and P2 first and second stage provisional licence for novice drivers, with restrictions (NSW)

P or Provisional licence (ACT)

Full or unrestricted licence

Suspended or disqualified: a person’s driver licence has been suspended for a period or pending the determination of legal sanctions, or the person has been disqualified from driving
Expired: a person’s licence has not been renewed by the due date for renewal

Never licensed: the person has never held a valid driver’s licence.
For definitions and requirements for each licence category see http://www.rta. nsw.gov.au/licensing/index.html (NSW) or http://www.tams.act.gov.au/move/driver_licence (ACT).
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Findings and Analysis of the data
The remaining sections of this report present the findings and provide commentary on the data. 
There are some broad observations and conclusions that can be drawn about the data.
About 0.65% of Queanbeyan residents 18 years and older, or 0.48% of the Queanbeyan population, appeared before the Queanbeyan Local Court in 2006–07 on drink driving charges, having been arrested in Queanbeyan. A further 21 Queanbeyan people were arrested elsewhere in NSW. 

ACT residents made up 27% of the persons arrested in Queanbeyan and 32% of all persons dealt with in Queanbeyan local court. 

Queanbeyan residents arrested in Queanbeyan made up 44% of the cases dealt with. Others were ACT residents and residents of other parts of NSW, and some from interstate.
Thirty per cent of all those appearing before the court in 2006–07 were 18-25 year olds.  Nearly half the young drivers before the Queanbeyan local court were mid range, i.e. had a blood alcohol level between 0.08 and 0.15. These are not very palatable findings, but are consistent with the ACT. Young drivers, including P-platers, are being arrested in large numbers and not just for special or low range BACs.
Nearly half the persons before the court had previous drink driving offences and people with mid to high range were more likely to have prior offences. Many of these were older. People with mid or high range BAC and with a previous history were also more likely to attract severe licence disqualification penalties.   

About a quarter of the persons appearing before the Court (99/392) had the offence found proven but no conviction recorded (s.10). This seems high. In general and as might be expected, more people aged 36 years or over have no conviction recorded than do younger age groups. Also as might be expected, most were before the court for a low range offence, but a third had been arrested for mid range and a small number for high range BAC.

In this analysis, the study of the licence status of persons before the court is new and illuminating. About 20% had licences suspended, disqualified or were never licensed when arrested. This information needs to be compared with other data to show whether it is typical for this kind of data set, and whether and by how much it differs from the wider population of licensed drivers.

Table 1 Gender and age group of drink drivers dealt with by Queanbeyan Local Court, 2006–07

	Age group
	Male
	Female
	Total

	
	No
	%
	No
	%
	No
	%

	18-25 years
	106
	31
	12
	22
	118
	30

	26-35 years
	91
	27
	9
	17
	100
	25

	36-45 years
	73
	22
	13
	24
	86
	22

	46-55 years
	42
	12
	17
	31
	59
	15

	56-65 years
	20
	6
	2
	4
	22
	6

	More than 65 years
	6
	2
	1
	2
	7
	2

	Total
	338
	86.2
	54
	13.5
	392
	100


Commentary
This table is a simple statement of the basic data on persons dealt with by Queanbeyan Local Court in 2006–07. It is given context in the next four tables by reference to population and other data.
Table 2 Population of Queanbeyan, 2006 Census, male and female and all persons

	Item
	Male
	Female
	Total

	
	No
	Per cent of age group
	No
	Per cent of age group
	No
	Per cent of population

	18-25 years
	1934
	49.3
	1991
	50.7
	3925
	14.7

	26-35 years
	2643
	49.2
	2726
	50.8
	5369
	20.2

	36-45 years
	3086
	50.1
	3071
	49.9
	6157
	23.1

	46-55 years
	2532
	51.5
	2389
	48.5
	4921
	18.5

	56-65 years
	1649
	51.7
	1540
	48.3
	3189
	12.0

	More than 65 years
	1318
	43.2
	1733
	56.8
	3051
	11.5

	Total 18 years plus
	13162
	49.5
	13450
	50.5
	26612
	74.0

	Total population
	17960
	49.9
	18014
	50.1
	35974
	100.0


Commentary
Two measures are shown in this table: the proportion male to female across each age range and for all persons eighteen years and older, and for the Queanbeyan population as a whole (i.e. including the age group 0-17 years). This is at the Census date, August 2006.

Table 3 Drink driving offenders dealt with by the Court in Queanbeyan, 2006: proportion by age group to Queanbeyan population, male, female and all persons

	Item
	Male
	Female
	Total

	
	Population
	Drink drivers
	Per cent
	Population
	Drink drivers
	Per cent
	Population
	Drink drivers
	Per cent of age group

	18-25 
	1934
	106
	5.5
	1991
	12
	0.6
	3925
	118
	3.0

	26-35
	2643
	91
	3.4
	2726
	9
	0.3
	5369
	100
	1.9

	36-45
	3086
	73
	2.4
	3071
	13
	0.4
	6157
	86
	1.4

	46-55
	2532
	42
	2.0
	2389
	17
	0.7
	4921
	59
	1.2

	56-65
	1649
	20
	1.2
	1540
	2
	0.1
	3189
	22
	0.7

	> 65
	1318
	6
	0.5
	1733
	1
	-
	3051
	7
	0.2

	18+
	13162
	338
	2.6
	13450
	54
	0.4
	26612
	392
	1.47

	Total
	17960
	338
	2.0
	18014
	54
	0.3
	35974
	392
	109


Note

All tables comparing 2006 Australian Census data with 2006–07 drink driving cases are approximate because the two measures are not equivalent

Commentary
This table compares the census information with the number of persons before the Queanbeyan Local Court for drink driving offences in 2006–07. It shows the drink drivers compared to the total in each age group, for both male and female, the proportion of drink drivers to the total in the age group eighteen years and over, and for the Queanbeyan population as a whole. 

Also, note that this table shows all persons dealt with by the Queanbeyan Local Court in 2006–07 (see Table 1). If this set is restricted to Queanbeyan residents apprehended for drink driving in Queanbeyan (174 persons, see Table 6) then the proportion is 0.65% of persons 18 years and older, or 0.48% of the Queanbeyan population as a whole. 

The proportions of persons over 65 are not really meaningful given the small proportion of drivers in this age group compared to others.

NSW licence holders who are breath tested at 0.08 or above have their licences suspended and confiscated immediately, until the matter is determined in the court. ACT licence holders although not permitted to drive in NSW may still drive in the ACT until the matter is determined. 

To fill out this picture it would be necessary to know the same factors for drink drivers against the whole NSW population, to show whether the Queanbeyan population is typical of (or differs from) NSW as a whole. Only some equivalent figures are available, as in Table 4:

Table 4 NSW and Queanbeyan population and drink drivers

	Item
	Population
	Persons charged
	Per cent

	Queanbeyan
	35,974
	3121
	0.86

	NSW
	6,549,177
	25,976
	0.4

	
	
	
	


Notes
In this table it is not possible to use the Court figures of the number of persons dealt with as this information is not available for NSW as a whole. For this reason, the information used is persons charged after a breath test. This information has been obtained from the NSW Police. 

This is not the same as the number of persons dealt with by a Court because of cases adjourned, dismissed, removed to other courts and so on (see notes on the data set in the Introduction). 

1 This is only the number of charges issued as a result of breath testing by general duties police in Queanbeyan (9,635 breath tests [Table 5, below] and 312 charges). As well as these the Highway Patrol conducted 63,295 breath tests in the Monaro Command area in 2006–07, resulting in 139 charges. Monaro Command area covers broadly the region from Queanbeyan southwards to Cooma and Jindabyne and eastwards to Braidwood. Because breath tests by the Highway Patrol in Queanbeyan cannot be separated from the total, Highway Patrol figures have been excluded from Tables 4 and 5. This understates the number of breath tests and charges in Queanbeyan in 2006–07. 

These figures also do not include breath tests conducted following a collision, for which separate figures are not available.

Table 5 NSW and Queanbeyan breath tests conducted and population, 2006–07 

	Area
	Random breath tests
	Population
	Per cent

	Queanbeyan
	9,6351
	35,974
	26.78

	NSW 
	3,575, 270
	6,549,177
	54.59

	
	
	
	


Notes
This table again uses information supplied by NSW Police on the number of breath tests conducted.
1 As in Table 4, this is the number of breath tests conducted by general duties police in Queanbeyan in the year. Also as indicated, it understates the number of breath tests conducted in Queanbeyan.
Commentary

This table simply compares the number of random breath tests conducted with the population of the jurisdiction. Ideally it would have been good to use figures on all breath tests conducted (RBT, after collision and for any other reason (see Table 17, reason for arrest for drink driving) but this information is not available. NSW Police were able only to supply figures on the number of random breath tests (3,575,270), the number of breath tests following a collision (57,343) but not the number of breath tests conducted for any other reason (see definitions at Table 16). For this reason, this table only uses figures on the number of random breath tests conducted, and therefore considerably understates the total number of breath tests. 
Interestingly, while the Queanbeyan data does not include breath tests by the Highway Patrol, the proportion of breath tests compared to population is considerably less than for NSW as a whole, but breath testing appears to be more targeted, resulting in a charge rate more than double that for NSW as a whole.  This is quite feasible in a compact area like Queanbeyan.

Table 6 Residence of offender and where apprehended

	Residence
	Where apprehended

	
	Same Location1
	Elsewhere2

	Queanbeyan/Other NSW 
	174
	16

	ACT/Queanbeyan
	
	75

	ACT/Other NSW3
	
	52

	Other NSW/Queanbeyan4
	50
	21

	Other State/Queanbeyan5
	
	3

	Other State/NSW
	
	1

	Total
	224
	168


Notes

1 i.e., Resident apprehended in same location, e.g. (line 1) 174 persons lived and were arrested for drink driving in Queanbeyan. Queanbeyan includes Jerrabomberra
2 i.e., arrested in some place different from where they live e.g. line 1, 16 persons with Queanbeyan addresses were arrested elsewhere; in line 2, 75 persons had ACT addresses but were apprehended in Queanbeyan; in line 3 52 persons had ACT addresses but were apprehended elsewhere in NSW (and their cases were dealt with in Queanbeyan which is the reason for them being in the data set). This group includes ACT residents apprehended in the local region (see note 4 below) 

3 A number of these cases were ACT residents caught anywhere in NSW who had their cases moved to Queanbeyan from other courts. The same applies to some cases in the following line where 21 persons resident elsewhere were arrested in Queanbeyan 
4 The 50 ‘Other NSW/Same’ cases on this line were, for the most part, local region (e.g. Burra, Bungendore, Wamboin, Captain’s Flat, Braidwood) cases heard in Queanbeyan. Separate records were not kept of these
5 Persons with interstate or other addresses arrested in Queanbeyan
The Other State/NSW case in the last line is of a person with an interstate address arrested elsewhere in NSW but whose case was heard in Queanbeyan

The interesting feature of this table is that 30% (75/249) of the persons arrested in Queanbeyan and facing Queanbeyan Local Court had ACT addresses. Another 52 ACT residents were arrested elsewhere in NSW and dealt with in Queanbeyan. Most of these were arrested in the local region and were within the jurisdiction of the Queanbeyan Local Court, but a small number had their cases moved to Queanbeyan.

Table 7 Time of day apprehended
	Time
	Number
	Arrests per hour

	0000-0600
	130
	21.7

	0601-1000
	26
	6.5

	1001-1400
	20
	5.0

	1401-1800
	30
	7.5

	1801-2200
	115
	28.75

	2200-2400
	71
	35.5

	Total
	392
	16.3


Commentary
This is a normal and expected pattern, and reflects the hours at which people are most likely to have been drinking. 
Table 8 Day of week apprehended

	Day of week
	Number

	Monday
	28

	Tuesday
	13

	Wednesday
	18

	Thursday
	50

	Friday
	85

	Saturday
	107

	Sunday
	91

	Total
	392


Commentary
This also represents a normal and expected pattern, with people more likely to be out drinking towards the end of the week than in first three days of the working week. 
Table 9 Month apprehended

	Month
	Number

	January
	28

	February
	27

	March
	29

	April
	21

	May
	18

	June
	25

	July
	34

	August
	38

	September
	36

	October
	51

	November
	39

	December
	46

	Total
	392


Commentary
One would expect to see a relatively even distribution of drink driving cases across the year. Here there appear to be fewer cases in the early months of the year, and especially in April and May. Some of the reason for this may be that cases are frequently adjourned for hearing at a later time, and where the offence occurred in the early months of the year, and especially in April and May, may have been deferred until after 30 June and would therefore not have been captured by this data set. I do not know whether this introduces any systematic bias, i.e. if there is anything characteristic about April and May cases that biases other characteristics of the data. The April-May 2007 cases not included do not appear to be balanced by April-May 2006 cases included.
Table 10 Age group and blood alcohol level for which convicted 

	Age group
	Special
	Low range
	Mid Range
	High range
	Other
	Total

	18-25 years
	21
	33
	54
	10
	
	118

	26-35 years
	4
	33
	46
	15
	2
	100

	36-45 years
	2
	34
	30
	18
	2
	86

	46-55 years
	1
	20
	32
	7
	
	59

	56-65 years
	2
	12
	5
	3
	
	22

	More than 65 years
	
	4
	3
	
	
	7

	Total
	30
	134
	169
	56
	4
	392


Note

‘Other’ refers to breath test refused or unable to be provided, or a charge of DUI when circumstances precluded a valid breath test.
Commentary
This table simply shows the BAC reading for which people were arrested and charged, for the various age groups. The standout group is 18-25 year olds, who on their own form 30% of the data set. The number convicted with mid and high range BAC (54%) is disturbing, but is not unique to this data set. This also occurs in the ACT.
The remaining age groups show higher proportions in mid and high range, e.g. 61% of 26-35 year olds; 56% of 36-45 year olds and 66% of 46-55 year olds.
Table 11 BAC limit and licence disqualification penalty imposed

	BAC
	2 mo
	3-6 mo
	>6-9 mo
	>9-12 mo
	>1-2 yr
	>2 yr
	Other
	Total

	Special
	
	14
	
	2
	1
	
	1
	18

	Low
	
	60
	6
	9
	
	
	3
	78

	Mid
	
	50
	16
	37
	17
	13
	2
	135

	High
	1
	2
	1
	8
	20
	21
	
	53

	Other
	
	
	1
	1
	1
	1
	
	4

	Total
	1
	126
	24
	57
	39
	35
	6
	288


Notes

‘Other’ in the last column refers to cases withdrawn or dismissed; ‘Other’ in the bottom row refers to breath test refused or unable to be provided, or a charge of DUI when circumstances precluded a valid breath test. This applies to Table 12 also.
Commentary

Table 11 shows, as expected, that higher range offences attract more severe licence sanctions, especially where there is a prior offence record (see Table 14). Penalties in the highest group ranged from 2½ to 10 years. Higher penalties for lower range offences were usually imposed because of an associated prior offence record. 

There is a single case of a two month penalty. The reason for this is probably statutory (i.e. a minimum standard penalty for drink driving offences of three months, not applied in one instance), but by comparison the ACT courts are much more likely to impose licence disqualifications of one or two months, especially for young people with provisional licences (see separate report).
Separate tables (15 and 16) list cases for which the offence was found proven and no conviction recorded. In these cases also it was usual for a good behaviour bond to be imposed. These amounted to 99 cases, or just over 25% of the total. 


Table 12 Age group and licence disqualification penalty imposed

	BAC
	2 mo
	3-6 mo
	>6-9 mo
	>9-12 mo
	>1-2 yr
	>2 yr
	Other
	Total

	18-25
	
	46
	9
	20
	12
	9
	2
	98

	26-35
	1
	38
	6
	14
	9
	13
	
	81

	36-45
	
	20
	4
	15
	8
	8
	3
	58

	46-55
	
	15
	4
	6
	8
	3
	1
	37

	56-65
	
	5
	1
	2
	2
	2
	
	12

	> 65
	
	2
	
	
	
	
	
	2

	Total
	1
	126
	24
	57
	39
	35
	6
	288


Commentary
This is a companion table to the previous one and relates the penalty to the age group. To some extent it reflects the age range of the data set, but it also shows that very severe penalties (licence disqualification for periods of more than one year) are handed out to all age groups.
Table 13 Licence status and blood alcohol level for which convicted

	Alcohol level
	NSW
	ACT
	Other1
	Total

	
	L2
	P1
	P2
	Full
	S/D
	Exp
	N
	L
	P
	Full
	Exp
	
	

	Special
	3
	15
	3
	5
	4
	
	2
	
	2
	
	
	
	34

	Low
	1
	4
	3
	61
	2
	5
	3
	1
	4
	43
	1
	2
	130

	Mid
	4
	12
	7
	66
	12
	3
	5
	4
	7
	42
	1
	5
	168

	High
	
	
	
	21
	11
	2
	1
	1
	3
	10
	
	8
	57

	Other3
	
	
	
	3
	1
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	4

	Total
	8
	31
	13
	156
	30
	10
	11
	6
	16
	95
	2
	15
	392


Notes

1 Other States and a small number of international 

2 Categories in these columns are Learner, P1, P2, Full licence, Suspended or disqualified, Expired, Never licensed. See definitions and notes on the data set at the beginning of this report
3 Not stated, refused breath test, DUI 

Commentary

Table 13 shows the kind of licence a person held at the time of being arrested for the drink driving offence, and relates that to the alcohol range for which persons were arrested. A total of 51 or 20% of all NSW persons having licences suspended or disqualified, expired or never licensed seems high and needs to be compared with other data (e.g. Prof Barry Watson’s work on unlicensed and recidivist drivers). However this is not a normal NSW licensed driver data set, and that there are more in total and amongst mid and high range offenders is not surprising, especially when mid and high range is often accompanied by recidivism (see Table 14).
Table 14 BAC level for which convicted and previous offences, where the 2006–07 offence was not the first
	Offence/ BAC Level
	All 2006–07
	At least one
	Previous Offences

	
	
	%
	No
	One
	Two
	Three
	Four
	More

	Special
	34
	1
	1
	
	
	
	
	1

	Low
	130
	36
	61
	39
	14
	3
	3
	2

	Mid
	168
	41
	69
	33
	19
	9
	2
	6

	High
	57
	20
	34
	12
	10
	5
	2
	5

	Other
	4
	2
	3
	1
	1
	
	
	1

	Total
	392
	43
	168
	85
	44
	17
	8
	14


 Commentary
This table includes all previous drink driving offences listed on the police records in the court file, regardless of age and outcome (i.e. it could include offences beyond 25 years old if they were listed).  This information was recorded and tallied in this report even if the outcome was offence found proven, no conviction recorded. There was sometimes a lower penalty or a no-conviction result if several years had elapsed since the last prior offence, but a bad history was usually one of the factors in heavier licence penalties. 
When this information was recorded, the BAC level of prior offences was also noted, where available (for very old information the BAC level was mostly not stated). This data has not been tabulated.

In the one case of a ‘special’ BAC and multiple previous offences the charge was ‘special’ BAC because the person had been disqualified. 

Persons convicted in 2006–07 of mid or high range drink driving offences were more likely to have a history of drink driving convictions, a not surprising result, and in some cases a high range offence in 2006–07 was accompanied by a string of previous high range offences. This usually reflects an alcohol use problem rather than merely a drinking and driving problem. 
Table 15 Offence proven and no conviction recorded: age group
	
	No conviction
	Total in age group
	Per cent

	18-25
	20
	118
	17

	26-35
	18
	100
	18

	36-45
	25
	86
	29

	46-55
	19
	59
	32

	56-65
	12
	22
	55

	>65
	5
	7
	71

	Total
	99
	392
	100


Table 16 Offence proven and no conviction recorded: BAC

	BAC
	Number

	Special
	9

	 Low
	53

	Mid range
	34

	High range 
	3

	Total
	99


Commentary
One quarter of persons appearing before the Queanbeyan Local Court in 2006–07 for drink driving had their offence found proven but no conviction recorded. These tables show that, in general, older offenders are generally more likely to escape conviction and that, as might be expected, the majority were before the court for lower-range offences. Over one third, however escaped conviction for mid or high range offences. 

Paradoxically, it is also true that older persons are more likely to have a long history of alcohol offences and to attract very severe penalties (data not tabulated). 
Table 17 Reason for arrest for drink driving
	Reason
	Number
	Per cent

	Random breath test
	225
	57

	Crash
	22
	6

	Other
	145
	37

	Total
	392
	100


Commentary
Information in this table was derived from the police report in the court papers, and is not available from any other source. The table shows how people came to be arrested: after a random breath test, after a collision to which police were called, or after being breath tested by police for any other reason. This last was most frequently where people were breath tested after being stopped for speeding or driving erratically. In a small number of cases police were called for reasons unrelated to driving matters, and breath tested a person in or driving a vehicle as part of the investigation.

Random breath testing was carried out in two ways: either a stationary breath test operation using several officers and vehicles, or police vehicles on patrol pulling vehicles over to conduct a breath test.

Summary and conclusion

Because this is the first study of its type in Queanbeyan it is in the nature of a benchmarking study and it cannot be compared with other studies to show whether 2006–07 court appearance data for Queanbeyan is typical or atypical. This study arose out of a similar study being carried out in the ACT (see Introduction) but there are many differences between the two jurisdictions. 

It would take a similar study in a few years to determine whether this Queanbeyan study is representative. The Court documents are a good source of data, and of course include information that cannot be obtained anywhere else. There are requirements about maintaining confidentiality of the data but these are expected and reasonable.
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